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LENTIL  PRODUCTION  SLIGHTLY 
DOWN  IN  20  COUNTRIES 


Lentil  production  in  20  reporting  countries  in  1964  was  estimated  at  18.9 
million  bags,  slightly  less  than  last  year  hut  nearly  50  percent  above 
the  1955-59  average. 

Excluded  from  the  foregoing  estimate  is  unreported  hut  sizable  production 
in  several  African  countries,  and  any  production  in  communist  East  Europe 
and  the  USSR. 

Of  the  20  reporting  countries,  about  half  reported  declines  of  production 
from  last  year  and  others  increases.  The  major  increases  occurred  in  the 
United  States  and  Morocco;  the  major  decreases  in  India  and  Spain. 

The  world’s  lentil  production  centers  in  Asia.  Almost  66  percent  of  the 
20-country  output  came  from  India.  Pakistan,  Turkey,  and  Syria.  The 
smallest  of  this  four,  produced  almost  as  much  as 'all  the  American  pro- 
ducers combined  and  more  than  all  the  European  producers. 

The  United  States  is  now  the  largest  lentil  producer  inthe  Western 
Hemisphere,  the  1964  output  being  about  half  that  of  Syria.  The  U.S., 
Chile,  and  Argentina  are  the  3 leading  lentil  producers  in  the  Americas. 
U.S.  and  Moroccan  production  have  risen  much  more  rapidly  than  in  other 
countries.  U.S.  production  in  1964  was  nearly  7 times  larger  than  the 
1955-59  average  and  Morocco’s  was  more  than  5 times  larger. 

International  lentil  trade  centers  in  West  Europe  as  major  importer. 
Countries  in  the  Mediterranean  basin  and  the  Americas  are  the  major 
exporters. 

In  calendar  year  1963,  the  big  exporters  were  Turkey,  Spain,  the  U.S., 
Ethiopia,  Morocco  and  Chile.  Together  they  exported  a total  of 
approximately  2 million  bags  of  lentils.  The  big  importers  were  West 
Germany,  France,  the  U.K. , Italy,  and  Greece. 


yield,  and  production  in  specified  countries 9 average  1955-59,  annual  1963  and  1964 
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